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3. Construction design principles
Worksheet 12: Roles of the planning team (2) (tutor)

1. Give a brief overview of the role of a quantity surveyor.

A quantity surveyor is responsible for carrying out feasibility studies calculating the quantities of all materials required, time required to complete the project and the labour requirements (project costings). They prepare tender and contractual documents (bill of quantities) negotiate contracts to main and subcontractors; they also monitor the construction process performing risk management and cost controlling measures.


2. Who would employ a building inspector?

They are employed by either the local authority or the client.


3. List three designated times when a building inspector will be required to visit a site.


· Foundations, before concrete is poured.
· Substructure up to DPC.
· Superstructure before roof, insulation levels and air flow tests.
· A final check before signing off, when they check over the whole project.


4. What is COW an acronym for?
  

Clerk of Works.

5. Why is it important to discuss materials/products with manufacturers and suppliers during the planning stage?

Manufacturers and suppliers can:

· inform the client/architect of any new materials, technical updates and inventions that have been developed or are available
· discuss the lead times required, and
· advise if the materials/products will reduce construction and/or maintenance costs, improve the aesthetics and/or improve energy efficiency.
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