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350 Building Services Engineering Core
3. Construction design principles 
Worksheet 4: Brownfield and greenfield sites research task (tutor)
Research the differences between brownfield and greenfield sites. Complete a table for each type of site, listing the advantages and disadvantages for development.

Brownfield sites
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Planning permissions are easier to obtain as local authorities are trying to improve run down and derelict land within and surrounding the existing urban area. 
	Contaminated ground is expensive to clear.


	Can stimulate local regeneration, shops, business, etc. 
	Can be in less desirable areas of towns and cities, making properties less attractive to homebuyers



	Services and infrastructure are normally already in place.
	




	Developing brownfield sites reduces the pressure on housing that would otherwise lead to cities/towns expanding into greenfield sites.
	




	Clearing brownfield sites can reduce contamination and pollution for the longer-term sustainability of the land. 
	




	Allows housing to be built closer to places of work, giving employment opportunities for residents and reducing commuter traffic.
	








Greenfield sites
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Land is normally free from contaminates.

	Government and local authorities have increased restrictions on the development of greenfield land to protect wildlife and the countryside.


	Homes often command a premium price as they are in desirable semi-rural or rural locations.

	Planning permissions are often more difficult to obtain.




	More space is available for gardens for homes, or for larger commercial developments such as business parks.
	Services and infrastructure will need to be provided.




	
	Increased pollution is likely due to urban sprawl.
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