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300 Onsite Construction
4: Construction and the built environment industry
Worksheet 1: Structure of the construction industry (1) (tutor)
Look at the descriptions of business types in the table below and complete the table by inserting the correct title from the options given.
Sole trader. Contractor.  Small or Medium-sized Enterprise.  Major contractor.
	Business description/role
	Business type

	Individual construction projects such as building houses and extensions. Specific construction work such as offering carpentry or bricklaying services.
	Contractor

	Takes on large-scale projects such as an office block.  

	Major contractor

	Takes on projects such as constructing an individual house or a small development of several houses.

	Small or Medium-sized Enterprise (SME)

	An individual operating as a self-employed worker. May work for a larger company as a sub-contractor.
	Sole trader.



How would a client who wants an office block constructed be described?
[bookmark: _Hlk74065352]Commercial.

Give two advantages to a construction company of having the government as a client.
1. A secure institution to work for.
Reliable payment provided the contract is fulfilled.
Extensive property portfolio/requirements giving continuity of work.
[bookmark: _Hlk74065958][bookmark: _Hlk74066026][bookmark: _Hlk74066192]Any other similar suitable answer.

What do the letters SME stand for?
[bookmark: _Hlk74066273]Small or Medium-sized Enterprise.

Give three factors that would determine the size and scale of project that a construction company could undertake.
1. Reputation. What is the company record of successful contract completion?
Administration capabilities. Does the management and office personnel have the capacity to oversee the contract efficiently?
Equipment and trained workforce availability. Does the company have access to suitable equipment and are the workforce suitably trained?
Financial resources. Does the company have professionally managed assets and a healthy cash flow?
Any three of the above.

What type of client would commission a contractor to work on a ‘domestic’ project?
Private.
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